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Saturday 17 December 
 

 

10:00 – 10:10  OPENING REMARKS 

 

 

10:10 – 12:10  PANEL 1: Memory and the State 

 

“The UNESCO World Heritage Convention and Japan’s Pursuit of International Cultural 

Legitimacy” 

- Mark Lincicome (Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies) 

 

“The campaign for international recognition for ‘comfort women’ – China’s involvement, 

and the drive for UNESCO ‘Memory of the World’ status” 

- Edward Vickers (Kyushu University) & Ohashi Fumie (Waseda University) 

 

“Memory and Identity: National Commemoration of the Nanjing Massacre in China” 

- Jing Cheng (University of Nottingham) 

 

“Remembering to Forget Kor Pram: Politics and National Identity in Post-Khmer Rouge 

Cambodia” 

- Will Brehm (University of Tokyo) 

 

Moderated by Christopher Gerteis (SOAS, University of London) 

  

 

13:30 – 14:30  KEYNOTE 

 

“The Jianchuan Museum and ‘Alternative’ War Memory” 

- Kirk Denton (Ohio State University) 

 

Moderated by Edward Vickers (Kyushu University) 
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14:45 – 16:45  PANEL 2: Local Memory 

 

“Politics of Dark Heritage in Contemporary Japan” 

- Jung-Sun N. Han (Korea University) 

 

“Photography, Death, and Identity: the Construction of War Memory at Yushukan Museum” 

- Fei Chen (University of Tokyo) 

 

“Modelling memoryscapes in Japan’s prefectural capitals: Investigating commemoration of 

the Asia-Pacific War in Tokushima” 

- Austin Smith (University of St. Andrews) 

 

“With or without heritage – Memories of Miike coal mine” 

- Yusuke Matsuura (Kumamoto University) 

 

Moderated by Philip Seaton (Hokkaido University) 

 

  

17:00 – 18:30  FILM PANEL: This Island is Ours 

 

“This Island is Ours: Defending Dokdo/Retrieving Takeshima“ 

Film screening and Q&A with the director, Alexander Bukh (University of Wellington) 

 

Moderated by Ted Boyle (Kyushu University) 
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PANEL 1: Memory and the State 

 

 
“The UNESCO World Heritage Convention and Japan’s Pursuit of 
International Cultural Legitimacy” 
Mark Lincicome (Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies) 

 

The UNESCO World Heritage List consists of “cultural” and “natural” sites that an 

international committee judges to be of “outstanding universal value” and “outstanding 

interest and therefore need to be preserved as part of the world heritage of mankind as 

a whole.” Between 1993 and June 2015, Japan successfully applied to have 15 cultural 

sites and four natural sites inscribed on this List.  At first glance, the former appear as 

a disparate collection of monuments chosen for inclusion strictly on the basis of their 

individual historical, cultural or aesthetic merits. 

However, closer examination and comparison of the official descriptions of their 

“outstanding universal value” reveals that they are bound together by a common 

discourse whose antecedents date back to the early Taisho period. Writing in the 

magazine Taiyo in April 1916, Ukita Kazutami echoed the sentiments of his 

contemporaries who lamented that while Japan’s unique ability to combine the best 

features of Asian and Western civilizations had positioned it to usher in a new, more 

advanced global civilization, Japan has never produced any unique cultural 

achievements worthy of the world’s respect. On what basis, then, could Japan gain 

international respect and justify its claim to world leadership? 

The World Heritage List has belatedly provided Japan with the perfect venue to answer 

that nagging question. UNESCO’s body of experts has bestowed international 

recognition upon cultural sites chosen and narrated by Japan to illustrate a history that 

also possesses universal value; characterized by respect for foreign cultures, religious 

tolerance, respect for nature, agrarian and industrial communitarianism, and a 

commitment to world peace. 
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“Exhibiting the Unmentionable: The politics of commemorating 
‘comfort women’ in contemporary China” 
Edward Vickers (Kyushu University) & Ohashi Fumie (Waseda University) 

 

This paper examines recent shifts in policy on mainland China relating to the public 

discussion of the ‘comfort women’ issue – and, in particular, the representation of the 

history of wartime sexual slavery in museums and memorials. It discusses how, for a 

long time, the Communist authorities remained unwilling either to draw public 

attention to this history, or to deploy it for purposes of diplomatic one-upmanship vis-à-

vis Japan. Some of the earliest efforts to exhibit this history within China in fact 

involved Japanese civil society groups in partnership with local activists, sometimes 

working without official approval. Since around 2010-11, however, as Sino-Japanese 

relations have deteriorated, the Chinese state has for the first time shown an active 

interest in ‘weaponising’ the ‘comfort women’ issue, co-opting prominent researchers and 

sponsoring moves to register related documents on UNESCO’s ‘Memory of the World’ 

List. It has thus moved rapidly from a position of offering at best tepid support for 

‘comfort women’ campaigning, to energetically promoting collaboration with other Asian 

nations to secure international recognition for their cause (and even competing with 

Korea for the mantle of chief Asian victim of the ‘comfort women’ system). Nonetheless, 

it is argued here that key individuals in the movement for ‘comfort women’ 

commemoration, particularly the Shanghai-based researcher Su Zhiliang, have played 

a significant role in ensuring that the tenor in which this episode is memorialized differs 

significantly from that of mainstream public discourse on the war. And despite the 

Chinese state’s apparently enthusiastic recent embrace of the ‘comfort women’s’ cause 

on the international stage, it seems that official attitudes to their commemoration 

within China remain distinctly ambivalent – for reasons that we also discuss.  
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“Memory and Identity: National Commemoration of the Nanjing 
Massacre in China” 
Jing Cheng (University of Nottingham) 

 

Myths about national humiliation have been taken as a significant ingredient in the 

social construct of Chinese nationalism. Under Chinese patriotic education campaign 

since the early 1990s, the Nanjing Massacre has been highlighted in Chinese never-

forget-nation-humiliation (wuwang guochi) narratives. In February 2014, the National 

People’s Congress (NPC) ratified a decision to designate 13 December as a new national 

holiday of national commemoration. And four months later, the Chinese government 

submitted to UNESCO a set of the Nanjing Massacre documents, which were later 

accepted by UNESCO and added to the World Memory register on 9 October 2015. These 

government moves have further intensified tensions between China and Japan over 

historical issues. Against this backdrop, this paper investigates the recent events of the 

Nanjing Massacre commemoration and looks into the discursive link between the past 

and the present in Chinese politics of memory. It adopts Anthony Smith’s ethno-

symbolism, which focuses on the role of myths, symbols, and traditions in the 

(re)construction of national identity, and highlights the importance of historical, 

cultural and political contexts. Specifically, this paper collects data from news reports 

and discussions on the Internet and addresses the following questions: 1) how have 

memories about the Nanjing Massacre been politicized and constructed in the official 

discourse, 2) how are these memories of war and conflict received and interpreted by 

the Chinese people, and 3) what implications does it make for contemporary Chinese 

national identity and its foreign relations? 
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“Remembering to Forget Kor Pram: Politics and National Identity in 
Post-Khmer Rouge Cambodia” 
Will Brehm (University of Tokyo) 

 

Kor Pram (or Ke hoach 5 in Vietnamese) was a 1984 plan devised by the People’s 

Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) with the help of the Vietnamese military to defend 

against the remaining Khmer Rouge soldiers in northern Cambodia. The plan aimed to 

resist Khmer Rouge forces along the Cambodian-Thai border by using able-bodied men 

to act as a barrier for the PRK/Vietnamese forces. Residents were conscripted into 

service and tasked with clear-cutting forests riddled with landmines in order to expose 

resistance forces. After surviving four years of genocidal rule in the 1970s, thousands of 

Cambodian men died under a plan hatched not by the Khmer Rouge but by the leaders 

who remain in power today. 

Also in 1984, the PRK launched the National Day of Hatred (T'veer Chong Kamhaeng) 

to commemorate the the Khmer Rouge’s mass killings between 1975-1979. The goal of 

the holiday was not to afford survivors space to remember those who were killed, but 

rather to build international support against the Khmer Rouge and its backers, which 

included the United States among others.  This politicized holiday continues to be the 

only official remembrance ceremony of the Khmer Rouge period, renamed the “Day of 

Remembrance.” 

This presentation will situate the history of the Kor Pram and T'veer Chong Kamhaeng 

inside contemporary Cambodian politics and attempts at national identity formation. 

Memory of the Khmer Rouge period in Cambodia has been strategically commemorated 

by the ruling party in Cambodia, the Cambodia’s People Party (CPP; the former PRK), 

in order to instill a national identity that sees it as the protectors of the country while 

the contemporary opposition parties as threats connected to the Khmer Rouge. This 

reinterpretation of history is exemplified by the Kor Pram as a purposefully forgotten 

history residing on the outside of acceptable memory. 
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MARK LINCICOME is the author of two books and numerous articles on the history of 

education in modern Japan, as well as articles on education and globalization in the Asia 

Pacific region. He received his Ph.D. from the Department of East Asian Languages and 

Civilizations at the University of Chicago in 1985. After serving as executive director of the 

Japan America Society of Chicago (1985-88) and associate director of the Asian Studies 

Program at the University of Pittsburgh (1988-1991), he joined the faculty at the College of 

the Holy Cross (Massachusetts, USA) where he taught Japanese and Asian History until 

his retirement earlier this year. In 2015 he became director of the Kyoto Consortium for 

Japanese Studies, which operates a study abroad program for undergraduate students 

during the academic year, and a summer intensive language program in modern and 

classical Japanese for undergraduate and graduate students. 

 

EDWARD VICKERS is Professor of Comparative Education at Kyushu University. He is a 

leading expert on history and civics education in East Asia. His books include the 

monograph In Search of an Identity: the politics of history as a school subject in Hong Kong, 

1960s-2002 (2003), four edited volumes, mostly recently Constructing Modern Asian 

Citizenship (2015), and the forthcoming jointly-authored study, Education and Society in 

Post-Mao China. He is currently researching the politics of war-related heritage (specifically 

relating to the 'comfort women' issue) in East Asia, and is also working on a UNESCO 

review of Education for Peace, Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship in Asia. 

 

OHASHI FUMIE is Assistant Professor at the Graduate School of Asia- Pacific Studies, 

Waseda University, Japan. She works on gender, migration and rural-urban relations in 

China, and also pays attention to issues related to the Japanese military’s sexual violence 

in Shanxi. She collaborates with the citizens’ research group in Japan and China. 

 

JING CHENG is a PhD candidate in the School of Politics and International Relations at 

the University of Nottingham and a member of the Institute of Asia and Pacific Studies 

(IAPS). Her current research focuses on the discursive construction of Chinese nationalism, 

particularly about national humiliation and national pride, in the digital era. She is 

interested in the role of historical memory in Chinese politics and foreign relations and the 

power dynamics of contemporary state-society relationship in China. She holds an MA in 

International Relations (University of Nottingham) and BA in English (Xi'an International 
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Studies University). Her research is funded by the IAPS Tomlinson Scholarship. She has 

previously taught in School of Humanities in Xidian University (China) and School of 

Politics and IR in Nottingham.  

 

WILL BREHM is a Japan Society for the Promotion of Science Post-Doctoral Research 

Fellow at the Graduate School of Education, University of Tokyo. His research interests 

include the intersection of comparative and international education with international 

relations and the political economy of development, focused primarily in Southeast Asia. He 

is currently conducting a comparative research project that explores historical memory and 

schooling across Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam. He also consults for 

the education desk at the World Bank in Phnom Penh and hosts a weekly podcast on 

education, globalization, and society called FreshEd. Will graduated with his PhD from the 

University of Hong Kong.   

 

CHRISTOPHER GERTEIS specialises in the history of modern and contemporary Japan. 

He is author of Gender Struggles: Wage-earning Women and Male-Dominated Unions in 

Postwar Japan. (Harvard University Press, 2009); co-editor of Japan since 1945: from 

Postwar to Post-Bubble. (Bloomsbury, 2012); and editor of Critical Readings on the History 

of Industrialization in Modern Japan (3 vols). (Brill, 2012). He is also founding editor of the 

SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan, a peer-reviewed scholarly monograph 

series published in association with), and Senior Editor of Japan Forum, the journal of the 

British Association for Japanese Studies. Dr Gerteis is currently working on two books: 

Angry, Young and Mobile: Blue-Collar Youth and Radical Politics in Postwar Japan, which 

investigates the process of political radicalisation among socially alienated Japanese youth 

from the early 1950s to the mid-1990s; and Manufacturing History: Industrial Heritage and 

Historical Memory in Modern Japan, which is a study of the ways in which for- and not-for-

profit corporations in Japan have shaped popular historical knowledge. Dr Gerteis was a 

BMBF funded Research Fellow of the Humboldt University of Berlin's 'Work and Human 

Life course in Global History' (re:work) in academic year 2015-2016, and in academic year 

2016-2017 he is a Visiting Research Professor, funded by the Japanese Ministry of Education, 

at the International Center for Japanese Studies of the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. 
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KEYNOTE SPEECH 

 

 
“The Jianchuan Museum and ‘Alternative’ War Memory” 
Kirk Denton (Ohio State University) 

 

In this essay, Denton poses the question of whether private museums in the People’s 

Republic of China have leeway to present historical memories “alternative” to official 

state memory. The essay focuses on the Jianchuan Museum Cluster in Anren, Sichuan. 

Denton first describes the concept of “cluster”—that is, the bringing together a variety 

of museums on a variety of subjects into a single complex—and how it can open up space 

for new kinds of historical memory. He then turns to the War Series of museums at the 

complex and analyzes how their representation of the war period both overlaps with and 

diverges from state memory. The essay concerns the negotiation that takes place among 

state limits on freedom of expression, curatorial desires to present history in new light, 

and the commercial motivations of a private museum.  

 

 

 

KIRK DENTON is a professor of Chinese literature at The Ohio State University. He 

specializes in the fiction and literary criticism of the Republican period (1911-1949), but has 

also published on Chinese museums and historical memory. Denton’s edited collection, 

Modern Chinese Literary Thought: Writings on Literature. 1893-1945 (1996), and his The 

Problematic of Self in Modern Chinese Literature: Hu Feng and Lu Ling (1998) were 

published by Stanford UP. He is co-editor, with Michel Hockx, of Literary Societies in 

Republican China (Lexington, 2008) and editor of The Columbia Companion to Modern 

Chinese Literature (2016). He has published several articles and a book—Exhibiting the 

Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China (Hawaii, 

2014)—on Chinese museums. Denton is editor of the journal Modern Chinese Literature 

and Culture and manager of its sister MCLC Resource Center (http://u.osu.edu/mclc/). 
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PANEL 2: Local Memory 

 

“Politics of Dark Heritage in Contemporary Japan” 
Jung-Sun N. Han (Korea University) 

 

This paper focuses on civic activities to conserve underground sites that reveal the dark 

heritage of wartime forced labor in contemporary Japan. At times collaborating and at 

other times competing with others, various local groups seek to bring these shameful 

heritages to the center of the Japanese memory-scape. I will introduce the local 

movements in Matsushiro and Osaka to examine the conditions in which the remains 

of war-related underground sites can be transformed into the dark heritage to be 

conserved. In doing so, I argue that the conservation movement is challenging the 

homogenizing national war memory by attaching ethnically diversified vernacular 

memories to the underground sites. 

 

 

“Photography, Death, and Identity: the Construction of War Memory 
at Yushukan Museum” 
Fei Chen (University of Tokyo) 

 

Recent years has witnessed the accelerated controversy surrounding the Yushukan 

Museum in Tokyo. China, Korea, and other countries, which bitterly fought against 

Japan during the World War II, criticize the Yushukan Museum for distorting Japanese 

wartime history. Many previous studies have discussed whose version of Japan’s 

militaristic past is correct. I am, however, more interested in exploring how the 

Yushukan Museum managed to constructs a convincing narrative of history. This 

question is interesting because if the Yushukan narrative is as distorted as other 

countries claim, the visitors would not be easily persuaded. The large collection of 

visitors’ comments displayed in the museum, however, proves that many visitors were 

persuaded by the museum. Many of the visitors wrote that through this visit, they, for 



- 14 - 
 

the first time, realized they were brainwashed by the left-wing teachers in the high 

schools who fabricated an evil past of Japan. I, thus, want to investigate Yushukan’s 

mysterious power of constructing memory.  

With a museological approach, I examine how the Yushukan museum recontexualizes 

objects displayed in museum to create new meanings so as to construct memories which 

they represent. The main object I discuss is an enormous collection of photographs 

displayed in the museum. I argue that photographs, contradicting a common 

assumption, function not as historical evidence, but as emotional props in memorial 

museums. They supply little about the historical events but arouse strong identification 

with the dead among the visitors. This kind of identification, accompanied by the 

emotion it carries along with, defies a moral evaluation of historical events, justifies the 

aesthetic representation of history, and finally transforms the individual death into the 

national sacrifice.  

 

 

“Modelling memoryscapes in Japan’s prefectural capitals: 
Investigating commemoration of the Asia-Pacific War in Tokushima” 
Austin Smith (University of St. Andrews) 

 

The way in which the Asia-Pacific War is commemorated at a prefectural level contrasts 

starkly with international sites of memory found at Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Okinawa. 

This paper will focus on a single prefectural capital in a peripheral region of Japan to 

show how various aspects of the wartime experience have been memorialised. This case-

study will include sites of memory relating to the Great Tokushima Air Raid, “special-

attack” pilots trained at Matsushige that fought in the battle of Okinawa, regiments 

from Tokushima that served in South-East Asia and the Pacific region and development 

groups sent to colonise parts of North-Eastern China. As this research will seek to 

demonstrate, in peripheral regions of Japan, controversies surrounding war memory 

has forced certain narratives away from municipal or prefectural control and into the 

care of spiritual and militaristic patrons – satellite Shinto shrines, obscure Buddhist 

sects and the Japan Self-Defence Force. Through an exploration of these issues this 

paper will seek to demonstrate how the way in which the war is remembered at a local 

level is shaping grassroots understanding of the conflict nationwide.  
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“With or without heritage – Memories of Miike coal mine” 
Yusuke Matsuura (Kumamoto University) 

 

Globalization of culture is a multi-layered phenomenon. Its process is determined 

through multiple factors in global, national and local levels. UNESCO’s world heritage 

is an interesting example to analyze it. In this presentation I will use Miike coal mine 

as an example, which is one of the world heritage assets inscribed in 2015 under the 

name of “Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution” (hereinafter “Sites of Japan”). 

Inscription of this group of heritages evoked criticisms from Korean and Chinese 

authorities. This case seems to show that the heritage has become a haunting reminder 

from decades ago causing another international conflict between Japan and the East 

Asian countries once again. However, from a local perspective, we can find some 

moments to relativize this antagonistic relationship.  

First, it was not only the foreign authorities which were not satisfied with Sites of Japan. 

In Miike some of the local citizens, especially ex-miners who worked in the field also 

had negative opinions toward the heritagization of their workplace, because Sites of 

Japan, through transforming the history of their place into a national memory, excluded 

their experiences of suffering, such as labor disputes and explosions. 

Second, as for the question of forced labor, there have been attempts by citizens and 

local authorities to commemorate its victims, independent of world heritagization 

process. These memories in local level compensate partiality of Sites of Japan. 

In this presentation I will show, based on my fieldwork research, some of these memories 

which vary beyond the scope of national heritage. 
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JUNG-SUN HAN is a professor at the Division of International Studies, Korea University. 

Majoring in modern and contemporary Japanese history and culture, Han has worked on 

the interwar and wartime Japanese political thoughts and the Japan-Korea relations via 

visual culture of modern Japan. Han’s books include, An Imperial Path to Modernity: 

Yoshino Sakuzo and a New Liberal Order in East Asia, 1905-1937 (Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 2013) and Drawing an Empire: Japanese Cartoon Journalism and 

Colonization of Korea (co-authored, Seoul: Ilchogak, 2006). The latter book, Drawing an 

Empire, has won the best academic book prize in Korea and has been translated into 

Japanese (漫画に描かれた日本帝国, Tokyo: Akashi shoten, 2010). Currently, Han’s research 

focuses on the contemporary Japanese civic activities on conserving war-related sites and 

has published articles on the topic.  

 

FEI CHEN is currently a Ph.D candidate at University of Tokyo and a part-time lecturer at 

Tamagawa University. Before coming to Japan, he obtained a B.A. in English from China 

University of Political Science and Law and a M.Sc. in Modern Japanese Studies from 

University of Oxford. His dissertation explores the intellectual exchange between Meiji 

Japan and Qing China through journals edited by Chinese students in Japan. He is also 

broadly interested in collective memory and mass media.   

 

AUSTIN SMITH is a second-year PhD candidate in Modern History at the University of St 

Andrews in Scotland. His research focuses on wartime experiences in rural Japan and the 

ways in which the Asia-Pacific War is commemorated in such areas. Austin uses Tokushima 

on the island of Shikoku as a case-study in his research and has recently been working with 

accounts of firebombing from Tokushima City. Prior to enrolling on the PhD programme 

Austin spent four years living and working in Tokushima as a participant on the Japan 

Exchange and Teaching Programme (2011-2015) and completed an MA in East Asian 

History at Newcastle University (2010). Austin will spend the coming semester as an 

Erasmus+ Postgraduate Exchange Student at Leiden University in the Netherlands, one of 

Europe’s leading centres for East Asian Studies. More information about his research and 

translation projects can be found on his website — impressionsofeastasia.com.   
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YUSUKE MATSUURA is a Professor in the Faculty of Letters at Kumamoto University 

where he has been a faculty member since 2003. He received his Ph.D. from Kyoto University. 

His research interests lie in Cultural sociology, especially sociology of memory and cultural 

heritage. Based on fieldwork research at Miike coal mine since 2010, he has focused on 

themes such as relationship between public and private memory, social memory of 

catastrophic events (human and natural disaster, war, etc), heritagization of place, 

revitalization of community through cultural projects. Recently he joined a research group 

at Nichibunken (International Research Center for Japanese Studies) to study social 

memory of 311. For additional information see his website: http://www.let.kumamoto-

u.ac.jp/ihs/soc/sociology/matsuura/index.html 

 

PHILIP SEATON is a Professor in the Research Faculty of Media and Communication, 

Hokkaido University, where he is the convenor of the Modern Japanese Studies Program. 

His research focuses on war memories in Japan and tourism induced by popular culture 

(contents tourism). His publications include Japan's Contested War Memories (Routledge, 

2007), Voices from the Shifting Russo-Japanese Border (Routledge, 2015, co-edited with 

Svetlana Paichadze), Local History and War Memories in Hokkaido (Routledge 2016), and 

Contents Tourism in Japan (Cambria Press, 2017 in press, co-authored with Takayoshi 

Yamamura, Akiko Sugawa-Shimada and Kyungjae Jang)
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FILM PANEL - This Island is Ours: Defending Dokdo/Retrieving 

Takeshima (Contented Production 2016, 52 minutes) 
 

This documentary results from collaboration between Alexander Bukh, a scholar of 

international relations of Northeast Asia and Nils Clauss, a Seoul-based professional 

film maker. It was made as part of a broader research project that focuses on territorial 

disputes and civic activism in Northeast Asia. The territorial dispute between Japan 

and Korea over the ownership of Dokdo/Takeshima islets resurfaced in early 2000s and 

today is one of the major stumbling blocks in bilateral relations. The dispute however is 

not limited to state to state relations as in both countries there are citizens' groups 

actively engaged in protesting, lobbying and educating the public. Who are these people 

however? What do they do in their everyday life? What motivates them to engage in this 

kind of activism? How do they see the other side? The usually sensational media 

coverage of their activities does not answer these questions. This documentary offers 

some answers by providing the individual activists with a platform to talk about 

themselves, their activism and their views of the other country and people. In the film, 

we focus on two activists-one from Korea's National Federation for Protecting Dokdo 

and another from Japan`s Shimane Prefecture based Association for Protecting 

Prefectural Territory Takeshima. 

 

ALEXANDER BUKH is a Senior Lecturer in International Relations at Victoria University 

of Wellington, New Zealand. Alexander has published extensively on Japan's national 

identity, Japan's foreign policy and territorial disputes. His articles appeared in journals 

such as the Pacific Review, Asian Perspective, European Journal of International Relations 

and the International Relations of the Asia-Pacific. His current research focuses on 

territorial disputes and civic activism in Japan, Korea and Taiwan. 

 

NILS CLAUSS is a Cinematographer and Photographer currently based in Seoul, South 

Korea. He has shot, directed and edited a number of award-winning music videos, short, 

feature and documentary films. Clauss’ commercial work includes shooting, directing and 

editing for high-profile national and international clients such as Burberry, Goethe-Institut, 

Google, Nike, Samsung, Vice, Western Union, Yonsei University and ZDF, among others.



- 21 - 
 

 

Sunday 18 December 
 

 

10:00 – 12:30  PANEL 3: Bordered Memories 

 

“UNESCO Memory of the World Register and Dark(ening) Tourism to the Maizuru 

Repatriation Museum” 

- Jonathan Bull (Hokkaido University) 

 

“Border Tourism and Dark Tourism: the case of Tsushima-Busan Border Tour” 

- Yasunori Hanamatsu (Kyushu University) 

 

“Buried Memory, Excavated Honor: Commemorating Chinese Expeditionary Soldiers of 

the Burma Campaign in the ROC and the PRC” 

- Linh Vu (University of California, Berkeley) 

 

“Grassroots expiation: The Takashima tours to Southeast Asia, 1983-1996” 

- Mark Frost (University of Essex) & Yosuke Watanabe (Independent Scholar) 

 

“In search of fathers: place, pilgrimage and the children of Far East Prisoners of War” 

- Terry Smyth (Independent Scholar) 

 

Moderated by Ted Boyle (Kyushu University) 

 

 

12:30 – 13:00  CONFERENCE WRAP-UP 
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PANEL 3: Bordered Memories 

 

“UNESCO Memory of the World Register and Dark(ening) 
Tourism to the Maizuru Repatriation Museum” 
Jonathan Bull (Hokkaido University) 

 

Maizuru City in Kyoto Prefecture had a long history as a port serving the Imperial 

Japanese Navy. It currently hosts a naval base for the Japan Maritime Self-Defense 

Force. However, the city is perhaps better known for its role in the dismantling of the 

Japanese Empire and post-war repatriation. Maizuru was one of 18 ports in Japan 

designated to handle the repatriation of approximately 7 million Japanese as well as 1.5 

million Koreans, Taiwanese and Chinese after 1945. It was also the last repatriation port 

to close in 1958.  

The Maizuru Repatriation Memorial Museum was founded in 1988. The museum’s focus 

was to inform visitors about the place in Japanese history of the Siberian Internment 

(the 600,000 Japanese, Korean, Taiwanese and Chinese taken prisoner by the Soviet 

military in northeast China and sent to prison camps throughout the USSR in August-

September 1945). In September 2015 the museum was re-opened after having 

successfully applied for some of the documents from its permanent exhibition to be 

entered on the UNESCO Memory of the World Register. This presentation will analyse 

how the museum’s account of repatriation compares with historical research. The 

museum’s changing narrative provides an alternative vantage point from which to 

explore shifting interpretations at war history museums in contemporary Japan. In 

particular, recent research on the role of “reactionary nationalism” (Takenaka 2014) and 

the political right in shaping museum narratives seems to be less applicable to this 

museum’s case. Instead, a focus on understandings of the Siberian Internment within 

the context of academic and survivor group debates provides a deeper insight into 

political dynamics behind the museum’s message. 

 

 

“Border Tourism and Dark Tourism: the case of Tsushima-Busan 
Border Tour” 
Yasunori Hanamatsu (Kyushu University) 

 

Tsushima Island is now becoming the most attractive site of cross-border tourism in 
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Japan. It had a long historical exchange with Korean peninsula and is just 50 km from 

Busan city. Owing to the historical and geographical “familiarity”, a large number of 

Korean tourists are travelling to Tsushima from Busan by jet-foil, over 200,000 people 

every year. There is also a trend in which Japanese tourists are traveling from Fukuoka 

to Busan via Tsushima. Both of them seem to enjoy the linkage and difference of the 

memory of the same historical event such as diplomatic exchange program in Edo era 

(Korean envoys: Chosen Tsushin-shi) in between Tsushima and Busan. On the other 

hand, very recently, private associations in both countries applied for the joint-

registration of the UNESCO’s “Memory of the World” concerning the documents of the 

historical bilateral friendship in Korean Envoys program. In addition, in Tsushima, 

there is also a historical memory that local people saved the Russian soldiers who drifted 

ashore from sinking warships at the time of “Battle of Tsushima” in Russo-Japanese War 

in 1905. This paper will examine the function and meaning of historical contents in the 

context of the Tsushima-Busan cross-border tourism, and also the relationship between 

such a cross-border tourism and dark tourism. 

 

 

“Buried Memory, Excavated Honor: Commemorating Chinese 
Expeditionary Soldiers of the Burma Campaign in the ROC and 
the PRC” 
Linh Vu (University of California, Berkeley) 

This paper addresses crosscurrents and divergences in commemoration of Chinese 

soldiers of the Burma Campaign (1942-1945) in Taiwan and Mainland China. In the 

1940s, Chiang Kai-shek sent over 100,000 soldiers to be trained by the British army in 

Ramgarh, India, and to be subsequently integrated into the Allied Forces under the US 

General, Joseph Stilwell. The reoccupation of these British colonies resulted in eight 

major Chinese soldiers’ graves and other smaller burial sites along the Burma Road that 

stretched from Kunming to Lashio. The formation of postcolonial states along China’s 

borderlines, the Chinese Civil War, and border wars have dimmed the significance of the 

fallen soldiers until recently.  

My research focuses on such major activities as Taiwanese government’s renovation of 

the Chinese soldiers’ cemetery in Ramgarh in 2011-2012, Beijing’s international 

celebration of China’s role in World War II on September 3, 2015, and separate efforts to 

enshrine spirit tablets of these martyrs at Taipei and Nanyue (Hunan) Martyrs’ Shrines 

in 2012 and 2014. Both governments have contrarily employed the excavated memory of 

the heroic expeditionary forces of 1940s to serve as a powerful source of legitimacy and 
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creditability in domestic, regional, and international spheres. Have they been successful? 

Moreover, examining reactions to such commemorative events in mainstream and social 

media, I expect to reveal how popular memories of this particular episode of World War 

II and the official script of “anti-fascist heroism” interact and how both official and 

popular forms of war commemoration resonate within the politically contentious East 

Asia.  

 

  
 “In search of fathers: place, pilgrimage and the children of Far 
East Prisoners of War” 
Terry Smyth (University of Essex) 

 

This paper describes and analyses pilgrimages to the Far East through the eyes of the 

children of British prisoners of war. It addresses the question of why some people are 

prepared to incur the material and emotional costs of travelling to locations that risk 

reactivating painful childhood memories.  

The research data underpinning my arguments are derived from in-depth ‘psychosocial’ 

interviews with forty participants, the principal aim of which was to explore the psychic 

associations between the father’s experiences of captivity and the adult child’s memory 

practices as they unfolded throughout the life course. By combining Hollway and 

Jefferson’s ‘free association narrative interview’ with oral history methods, I was able - 

as an ‘insider’ - to go beyond ‘recovery history’ (Abrams 2016) to access the intersubjective 

levels of the research relationship. At the heart of the paper, I present analyses of 

selected interviews, together with my own reflexive ethnographic observations based on 

two pilgrimages to Japan, led by Mrs. Keiko Holmes the founder of the Agape World 

charity. 

Drawing on theoretical constructs from the fields of pilgrimage and tourism studies, I 

examine how pilgrimages can challenge the individual spatially, temporally, physically 

and psychically. I suggest that this form of postmnemonic ‘return’ unsettles past 

assumptions and subjectivities, yet also offers the pilgrim the chance to re-engage with 

their own child selves, and to reconstruct the relationship with the father. The relational 

experiences available in many pilgrimages may facilitate re-contextualization and re-

narrativization of postmemory, the emotional consequences of which, for some, are 

powerful enough to plant the seeds of reconciliation.  

The presentation itself will focus on the empirical aspects of the project and my responses 

to them, interspersed with brief theoretical and methodological commentary. 



- 25 - 
 

 
“Methods of reconciliation? The transnational memory work of 
Takashima Nobuyoshi and his generation” 
Mark Frost (University of Essex) & Yosuke Watanabe (Independent Scholar) 

 

Since the eruption of the history wars in Asia, occasioned by attempts to revise Japanese 

textbooks in the early 1980s, ongoing grassroots efforts at reconciliation between Japan 

and the victims of her wartime empire have largely flown under the radar. Yet as the 

historian Tessa Morris-Suzuki notes, such efforts, in spite of being almost entirely 

ignored by the international media, now represent a ‘rich tradition’ that deserves proper 

consideration – particularly in light of the lessons it might present to states in the region. 

Morris Suzuki posits the idea of ‘reconciliation as method’, comprising ‘sets of media, 

skills, and processes that encourage the creative sharing of ideas and understanding 

about the past’. (Tessa Morris Suzuki et al, East Asia Beyond the History Wars, p. 13). 

However, even if we begin to view reconciliation as a process equally undertaken from 

below, there remains a dearth of research into what form and meaning reconciliation 

takes through such practices, or on the impact of such practices on their participants. As 

Morris Suzuki admits herself, the outcomes for those being reconciled with can be highly 

complex, and even traumatic.  

In the early-1980s, Takashima Nobuyoshi was a geography teacher who belonged to a 

generation of school teacher-activists in Japan who resisted right-wing efforts to erase 

and rewrite parts of their country’s wartime history. His pioneering fact-finding tour of 

Southeast Asia in 1983 became, over the next two decades, the basis for repeated 

reconciliation tours to the region. Unlike most grassroots reconciliation efforts in Japan, 

which have mainly focused on transnational archival and history-writing efforts, the 

Takashima tours (as they became known) have provided their participants with a direct 

and often visceral encounter with the legacies of Japan’s wartime past in its former 

overseas empire. Using interviews and personal accounts of participants, this paper will 

endeavour to reconstruct the complex meanings and consequences of reconciliation 

during the Takashima tours, as revealed through a variety of perspectives.   
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JONATHAN BULL is an Assistant Professor in the Graduate School of Law at Hokkaido 

University. After studying at Oxford University and SOAS he completed his doctorate at 

Hokkaido University in 2014. He is currently revising his doctoral dissertation into a 

book manuscript with the provisional title of “Settling the unsettled: history and memory 

in the construction of the Karafuto repatriate, 1935 to 1995”. His research interest 

focuses on social and cultural history, in particular, post-imperial migrations, 

resettlement and the processes by which associated historical narratives are negotiated 

and constructed by various actors. Publications include “Occupation-era Hokkaido and 

the emergence of the Karafuto repatriate: the role of repatriate leaders”, in Svetlana 

Paichadze and Philip A. Seaton (eds.), Voices from the Shifting Russo-Japanese Border: 

Karafuto/Sakhalin, Routledge (2015) and 「『樺太引揚者』像の創出」、『北海道・東北研究』、

第 9 号（2014）. 

 

YASUNORI HANAMATSU is a lecturer at the Institute of Decision Science for a 

Sustainable Society at Kyushu University. He is also a research associate at the Center 

for Asia-Pacific Future Studies at Kyushu University, a research fellow at the Slavic-

Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University and an officer of the Association for 

Borderlands Studies Japan Chapter (ABSj). His research interests include border 

studies, transnational environmental governance, and public international law. He is 

currently working on border tourism, borderland societies, the integrated governance of 

transnational ecosystem in Northeast Asia, and sustainable local community building in 

Japan. His recent publications include “Development of Border Tourism in between 

Tsushima and Busan: border as a resource for borderlands”, Chiri, vol.734, pp.44-51, 

2016 (in Japanese); Making Border Tourism in Tsushima, Hokkaido University Press, 

2014 (in Japanese) (co-edited with Akihiro Iwashita); “National Boundaries and the 

Fragmentation of Governance Systems: Amur-Okhotsk Ecosystem from the Legal and 

Political Perspective”, Taniguchi, M & Shiraiwa, T (eds.), The Dilemma of Boundaries: 

Toward a New Concept of Catchment, pp.123-143, Springer, 2012. 

 

LINH VU was born and raised in Hanoi, Vietnam. She studied Government and East 

Asian Studies at Connecticut College, and developed a deep interest in history after 

studying aboard in Rome, fascinated by the catacombs, graves, and churchyards. Linh 

received an MA in History from the University of Hawaii, Manoa, writing her thesis on 

women's suicide. She is currently enrolled in the doctoral program in history at the 

University of California, Berkeley, where her dissertation, "The Sovereignty of the War 
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Dead: Martyrs, Memorials, and the Makings of Modern China," addresses how war 

commemoration has played a critical role in shaping Chinese modernity. Her primary 

interest is in mass violence. 

 

TERRY SMYTHE was born and bred in the UK. His professional life has been divided 

into three parts: a career in the health service, followed by further and higher education, 

then, after early retirement in 2003, ten years as a freelance education consultant. 

During WWII, his father was a POW in Java and Japan. Many years after his death in 

1995, Terry discovered he had spent 3 years incarcerated in Hiroshima 6B, 

approximately 130 kilometres from Fukuoka. Assisted by Japanese friends, Terry 

travelled to Japan in 2010 and 2014, to visit the site of his father’s camp, and to foster 

reconciliation (for more information see: https://www.facebook.com/TwoweeksinJapan). 

A series of serendipitous events led Terry to undertaking a full time PhD at the 

University of Essex from 2013, where he was fortunate to discover, in Professor Michael 

Roper and Dr. Mark Frost, two supervisors closely attuned with his own interests. For 

further details see http://www.essex.ac.uk/sociology/staff/profile.aspx?ID=3465.  

 

MARK FROST is a historian of Asia who for the last twenty years has specialized in 

transnational history writing. He is the author (with Yu-Mei Balasingamchow) of the 

award-winning Singapore: A Biography (2009, 2013) and of numerous articles which 

explore global connections in the Asia region. These have appeared in The American 

Historical Review, Past and Present, The English Historical Review, Modern Asian 

Studies, and The Journal of Southeast Asian Studies. Most recently he co-edited, with 

Daniel Schumacher, the forthcoming Modern Asian Studies forum 'Wartime 

Globalization in Asia, 1937-45: connected and conflicted convergences'. 

 

YOSUKE WATANABE is an independent scholar cum activist tackling the problems of 

war and peace in Asia. After getting master’s degrees in political science (from Keio 

University in 1998) and sociology (from National University of Singapore in 2005) he 

obtained his PhD in Japanese Studies from the National University of Singapore in 2013. 

His thesis was entitled 'Don't Forget to Fight!: Singapore's History Education and War 

Commemoration, 1945-2005'. His research interests include collective memories of war, 

history education and reconciliation in East and Southeast Asia. As an activist, he is 

involved in a joint project for the creation of a common history textbook in East Asia, an 

annual history camp for Chinese, Japanese and Korean students. For several years, he 

has been closely involved in organizing Japanese educational and reconciliation tours of 
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Southeast Asia. His commentaries on war, history and education have appeared in 

newspapers such as Lianhe Zaobao (Singapore).  

 

TED BOYLE is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law and the Center for Asia-

Pacific Future Studies, Kyushu University, Japan. He holds a BA from the School of 

Oriental and African Studies in London and an MA from the Faculty of Law at Hokkaido 

University. He is a PhD candidate at Hokkaido University. Currently, he is charged with 

the task of establishing Japan’s first interdisciplinary Center for Border Studies at 

Kyushu University. 

His work crosses several disciplinary boundaries of its own. Starting as an historian of 

the Middle East, his doctoral research concentrates upon the incorporation of Japan’s 

north into the space of the state during the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries, looking 

at the history of the cartography of the region as well as the concepts of territory that 

underpinned them. More recently, he has been looking at the comparative history of early 

modern imperial mapping, and contemporary practices of bordering and the multiscale 

nature of borders under globalization in Japan, Georgia and Northeast India. His work 

intersects with political science, geography, history, and scholarship on international 

relations. 
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